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Coal Briquetting
- The mixing, transportation and hauling of coal all
occasion disintegration, which may even occur by simple
exposure to the weather. The disintegrated coal may amount
to a very considerable portion of the total coal mined, and,
if the disintegration is severe, the slack produced may be a
source of considerable wastage in fuel. The wastage occur-
ring is dependent to a large extent on the nature of the coal
which disintegrates. Thus, the slack produced from a good
coking coal may be readily utilized for the production of
coke since it is in demand in that form. Coking coals not
suitable for coking purposes, may nevertheless be employed
in boiler practice since, on burning, the mass fuses together
more or less and burns in the grate without prohibitive loss.
Non-coking coals, on the other hand, require special handling
under such circumstances and considerable losses may
result in their use on a grate. As a consequence, their fuel
value is lowered and their price is considerably inferior to
that of lump coal.
The problem of utilizing such coal slack is therefore both
economic and necessary in the interests of coal conservation.
With the increasing cost of coal the necessity of utilization
becomes more pronounced. Consequently, the production
from coal slacks of coherent masses or briquettes, an industry
which has already attained to considerable dimensions
in Germany and has been extensively investigated in the
United States, possesses aspects of interest in the study of
the fuel problem. In Great Britain, hitherto, a very small
portion, probably 0*5 per cent, of the material mined, has been
converted to briquettes, and the proportion of briquettes
manufactured in England represents but a small percentage
of the world output. Germany briquettes approximately
10 per cent, of her whole coal production.
The operation of briquetting is the manufacture from
slack coals and suitable binding material of coherent masses
of coal, suitably sized for economical consumption. The
problem of biAcpetting is the production of the best possible